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This course is designed to teach you everything you need to know about reading music as a 

guitarist. Unlock the ability to read any standard piece of music - no prior knowledge of music 

notation required. Over five weeks, we will explore everything from the basics of notating pitch 

and rhythm to the more advanced process of comparing and creating your own fingerings. 

Professional concert guitarist and tonebase instructor Mircea Gogoncea will explain the process in 

detail, while assignments, questionnaires, and discussions in the dedicated forums will 

accompany and complement this intensive course.


Introduction

Why is note reading important?

What are we going to learn in this course?


• Most music is written in it. Not only guitar music, but music for all instruments!


• Knowing it, you can read and write music, either for yourself to remember or for others to play.


• Most scores for tonebase lessons are only available in standard notation.

• We are going to start by learning the standard music notation system.


• We will apply this to the various positions on the guitar fretboard.


• We will learn how to calculate the position of any note on any guitar string.


• We will go over the basics of reading, comparing, and creating your own fingerings.


• We will understand and apply various symbols for notes, dynamics, rhythm, articulation, and 

more.



In this session, we will learn about pitch, one of the 

two fundamental components of standard musical 

notation. We will acquire an understanding of written 

pitches and where to find them on the guitar while 

discussing the basics of whole steps and half steps, 

accidentals, key signatures, chords, and more. 


This lesson will serve as our introduction to essential 

concepts of rhythm, including rhythmic value (eighth 

notes, quarter notes, half notes, etc.), time signatures, 

and tempo. We will look at measures with parallel 

voices and begin to develop a connection between 

perceived and written rhythm.


During this livestream, we will be diving into 

guitar-specific notation, including the standard 

system for referencing left and right-hand fingers. 

We will also explain the common notation of 

certain common guitar techniques, such as slurs, 

barres, and over-ringing arpeggios.
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In this lesson, we will be diving into fingering, the most 

subjective aspect of note reading. We will begin to 

explore the characteristics of playing the same note 

or passage in different places on the guitar with 

different fingers, as well as the implications and 

expressive quality of various solutions.


Mircea Gogoncea is a Romanian-German concert guitarist based in Los Angeles. Having 

been awarded over 150 prizes in competitions, he is considered one of the world's most 

acclaimed guitarists. His concert career includes over 350 concerts on five continents. 

In 2018, he organized and taught the first-ever guitar masterclass and workshop in Lagos, 

Nigeria. He is currently a Teaching Assistant at the University of Southern California in 

Los Angeles and a doctoral student under Grammy award winner Scott Tennant.
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For our final livestream of the course, we will be 

looking at other aspects of music notation, including 

those related to musical form (repeats and 

navigation markers), dynamics (volume of notes), 

progressive rhythm changes (accelerating and 

decelerating), accents, articulation, and more.


Form, Dynamics, and Other Symbols05

https://app.tonebase.co/guitar/live
https://app.tonebase.co/guitar/dashboard


Join over 40,000 
guitarists on the the 

world’s largest 
classical guitar 

platform

All plans include:


 Unlimited access for 14-day free trial


 Full 90-day money back guarantee


 Access 100's of lessons + interviews


 Structured & guided course content


 Free workbooks, editions and more


 Access to the tonebase Community

LEARN MORE AT tonebase.co

https://app.tonebase.co/guitar/dashboard

